Spelling Strategies

· Make sure your child can read each spelling word, before practicing how to spell them!

· Have your child use each spelling word in a sentence, then write it down on paper.  

· Give your child a test at the beginning of the week and then concentrate on the words missed.

· Make sure when you give a test, that your child is writing them, not just reciting them orally.  Many children can recite the words orally, but have difficulty writing them down.

· Spread shaving cream on a cookie sheet and have your child spell the words through the shaving cream.

· Use foam soap in the bathtub and have them practice spelling words on the tub wall, while taking a bath!

· Use magnetic letters and have your child build each word, read it, and then write it on paper.

· Use a dry erase board or chalk board, instead of paper.

· Spread rice on a cookie sheet and using a finger, have them spell each word through the rice.
· Write each spelling word on a piece of heavy paper.  Then, cut each word apart and have your child put the words back together.  Make sure they are saying the name of each letter as they assemble them back together and then reading the word when they are finished.
· Make sure when testing your child that you mix up the words, we do!

· Use a Magna Doodle.  This is quicker, more fun, and saves on paper.

· Let your child use glitter glue to write each spelling word.  After it dries, have them close their eyes and trace each letter with a finger, say each letter and then read the word.

MAKE IT FUN!  Children are more likely to practice their spelling words if you vary the studying approach and make it fun!!
If you have any great innovative ideas for studying spelling words, please share them with us!
